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Observe what happens when sunbeams are admitted into a
building and shed light on its shadowy places. You will see a
multitude of tiny particles mingling in a multitude of ways [...]
their dancing is an actual indication of underlying movements
of matter that are hidden from our sight [...] It originates with
the atoms which spontaneously move of themselves. Then
those small compound bodies that are least removed from
the impetus of the atoms are set in motion by the impact of
their invisible blows and in turn cannon against slightly larger
bodies. So the movement mounts up from the atoms and
gradually emerges to the level of our senses so that those
bodies are in motion that we see in sunbeams, moved by
blows that remain invisible.
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"...I know these will all be stories someday. And our
pictures will become old photographs. We'll all become
somebody's mom or dad. But right now, these moments
are not stories. This is happening... | can see it. This one
moment when you know you're not a sad story. You

are alive, and you stand up and see the lights on the
buildings and everything that makes you wonder. And
you're listening to that song and that drive with the
people you love most in this world. And in this moment
| swear, we are infinite!

"And how does that make you feel?” The make-believe
psychologist asks inside my head.

‘I dunno,” I respond, chuckling awkwardly. “Happy?”

I shrug. “What's the definition of happy?” I turn to my
fingers as they diligently type in the google search bar:
definition of happy.

Happy -
adjective
feeling or showing pleasure or contentment.

"But that's not accurate, is it?"| say, more to myself than
to the make-believe psychologist. “But I'm not sad either,
right?”

“No, | don't believe you are.” They take over, pushing
their glasses up their nose while perusing an old
dictionary.

"Sad - adjective. feeling or showing sorrow; unhappy!
“No, that’s not quite right"| decide.

“Perhaps it's nostalgia, then! Says the hidden
philosopher in the depths of my mind.

*
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“Nostalgia?”l turn to them, confused.

“Yes, nostalgia - noun. a sentimental longing or wistful
affection for the past, typically for a period or place with
happy personal associations.

“But,’I blink, trying to gather my thoughts, “How can it
be nostalgia if it's something | never had?”

"Perhaps,” Appears the old author from the deepest
reaches of what one would call my‘soul’“It is yearning.’

“Yearning?"| say, outraged. Such a confusing word for
such a confusing feeling - “You are not making things
any easier, author!’| exclaim.

"Allow me to explain!” They say hastily, grabbing

a random book from a shimmering make-believe
bookshelf.“Yearning - noun. a feeling of intense longing
for something!

“No, I disagree! | fold my hands over my chest.”l simply
disagree with you all"I sigh, because I'm even more lost
than | was before.

“And maybe,” A small voice in my head suggests, one
that I cannot yet name, “Maybe that’s just exactly what it
is. Infinite.”

“Infinite?”

“Infinite -“ They all recite together. “adjective. limitless or
endless in space, extent, or size; impossible to measure
or calculate!

“Yes!| rest my hands on my knees, ready to finally call it
a night. “Yes, I think that's exactly what it is. Infinite!
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The Time I've Lost in Wooing
Thomas Moore

The time I've lost in wooing,

In watching and pursuing

The light, that lies

In woman'’s eyes,

Has been my heart’s undoing.
Though Wisdom oft has sought me,
| scorn'd the lore she brought me,
My only books

Were woman's looks,

And folly’s all they've taught me.

Her smile when Beauty granted,
| hung with gaze enchanted,
Like him the Sprite,

Whom maids by night

Oft meet in glen that's haunted.
Like him, too, Beauty won me,
But while her eyes were on me,
If once their ray

Was turn'd away,

Oh! winds could not outrun me.

And are those follies going?
And is my proud heart growing
Too cold or wise

For brilliant eyes

Again to set it glowing?

No, vain, alas! th’endeavour
From bonds so sweet to sever;
Poor Wisdom’s chance

Against a glance

Is now as weak as ever.

Thomas Moore, Irish Melodies (London: Boosey & Co,), |30-13 1. Available online:
www.libraryireland.com/Irish-Melodies/The-time-ive-lost-in-wooing- | .php
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1 Beatriz Sdnchez Tajadura, "Iris Murdoch: How to Philosophize Through Literature”
(Final Degree Dissertation in Philosophy, Oxford Brookes University, n.d.), p. 16-25.
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