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A distant uncle of yours, an obsessive hoarder of books, has passed
away. He was always a bit loony, so you were never close, but he left you
this envelope. Seems he really was crazy- its just random bits of
nonsense. Or is it?

The Total Library

The fancy or the imagination or the utopia of the Total Library has certain
characteristics that are easily confused with virtues. In the first place, it’s a
wonder how long it took mankind to think of the idea. Certain examples
that Aristotle attributes to Democritus and Leucippus clearly prefigure it,
but its belated inventor is Gustav Theodor Fechner, and its first exponent,
Kurd Lasswitz. (Between Democritus of Abdera and Fechner of Leipzig
flow—heavily laden—almost twenty-four centuries of European history.)
Its correspondences are well known and varied: it is related to atomism and
combinatory analysis, to typography and to chance. In his book The Race
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Numbers: Many events that happened to

the Israelites on their way to the
promised land, including God counting the
people, the Spies Debacle, and the Korach
uprising.

The Guermantes Way was originally
published in two volumes as le
Coté de Guermantes I/II

(Proust, 1920/1921).

"Whatsoever thou doest hereafter aspire
unto, thou mayest even now enjoy and
possess, 1f thou doest not envy thyself
thine own happiness."”

“"Mine eye and heart are at a mortal
war,

How to divide the conquest of thy
sight...”

Despite Du Shi's long-standing official career, the
Director of Retainers Bao Yong reported that no proper
funeral ceremony could be arranged for him, since he
was nearly broke when he died. However, the Emperor
had an imperial edict made which granted Du a proper
funeral ceremony at his commandery residence in the
capital, along with silk to pay for the expenditures.
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